H                                PREFACE
The title of the book, Education with a Tradition, em-
phasises the most distinguishing feature of the Society's
work. The foundress appeared at a critical moment,
when the face of French education was being entirely
changed by the Revolution. She herself was steeped in
the old tradition, and this she was able to hand on ; it was
a noble conception of education, which the world would
have been the poorer by losing. The reader will find here
an admirable account of French Catholic education, for
both boys and girls, before " the Break "; and the intimate
details of Cistercian and Ursuline life are particularly
illuminating.
In a day when denominational agencies are, if not
suspect, certainly less powerful, it is well to be reminded
of their enduring value, and of the peculiar ethos that no
secular system can produce. As one who is not a member
of the Catholic Church I have been much impressed by
the strength imparted to education by a faith that permeates
every detail. This faith is manifest on every page of the
book; but no less remarkable is the author's balanced
judgment. She does not allow her enthusiasm to run
away with her; on the contrary, she has written a scholarly
and well documented history in a style that is eloquent
but restrained. Her book is thus a valuable and substan-
tial contribution to the literature of education.
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